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Jobs shed at Thom

GE Lighting and Thorn Lighting
have announced plans to close
two incandescent lamp factories,
with the loss of almost 400 jobs.
Production will be phased out
over the next 18 months.

The factories, Rodney Lamp
Plant, Wimbledon, and Preston
Lamp Plant, Lancashire, are
owned by Thorn and managed by
GE.

When GE bought the light
source business from Thorn in
January 1991, an agreement was
made whereby GE would not buy
outright the three incandescent

lamp plants (Rodney, Preston and
Merthyr) in the UK. Thorn would
continue to own the plants for up
to three years and during this
time GE would manage the
plants.

In a GE statement the company
said this arrangement had been
entered into because the company
was not certain it could support

three incandesent factories in the -

UK as well as its other incandes-
cent plants in Europe.

GE’s contract to manage the
plants expires at the end of this
year and therefore a decision had

to be made on the future of the
two plants.

The third plant, at Merthyr
Tydfil, was closed in November
1992.

Bob Merrill, vice president
manufacturing for GE Lighting
UK, said that consolidating UK
incandescent production into one
facility would make the total
business more competitive over
the longer term.

Ron Bartlett, Preston plant
manager said in the GE state-
ment: “We realise this is a diffi-
cult time for the people affected

and we plan to do everything
possible to help employees make
the transition to other jobs. We
are hopeful that a number of
employees will transfer to our
incandescent plant at Leicester
where we are planning to transfer
over half of both plants’ pro-
duction.” .

A GE spokesperson was unable
to say, at this stage, how many
new jobs would be available at
the Leicester plant.

The cost of redundancies will
be borne jointly by GE Lighting
and Thorn Lighting.

Lanterns
grace Quinlan
Terry villas

Quinlan Terry’s multi-million
pound Veneto and Gothik villas
in Regent’s Park are illuminated
by lanterns from D W Windsor.
The Gothik villa has just been
put on the market, with two
Portland Lanterns at the
entrance gates and a traditional
Windsor Lantern to illuminate
the front door. The adjacent
Veneto villa features the same

lanterns.
The Portland Lanterns stand
sentinel on the entrance

gateposts, mounted on ‘U’ frame
brackets and ornate pedestals.
The Windsor Lanterns frame the
door lintels in specially designed
Bow brackets.
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Luxury lanterns: DW Windsor’s Portland lanterns in situ.

Roof lighting an environmental winner

Roof lighting was one of the fac-
tors in the judges’ decision to
name Grove Road Primary
School, Hounslow, as winner in
this year’s Green Building of the
Year Award, organised by the
Heating and Ventilating Contrac-
tor’s Association.

The school consumes 30% less
energy than the national average
because of the extensive use of
roof lights, which provide around
2% times more light than vertical
windows.

Bill Watts, of consultant engi-
neer to the project — Max Ford-
ham & Partners, said: “The natu-
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ral light at Grove Road is good
enough to do without electric
lights on all but the dullest days”.
The school is located right
under the flightpath to Heathrow
airport, so another problem which
the consultant successfully grap-
pled with was noise pollution.
This was achieved, in the main,
by doubling the thickness of the

=

roof sarking felt and plaster board.

In addition the building is ven-
tilated by bringing in air through
floor vents rather than through
open windows.

The Green Building of the Year
Award is co-sponsored by the
Independent on Sunday newspa-
per and is supported by the
RIBA, CIBSE, and BSRIA.

Winning windows: natural lighting keeps the bills down

Longlife
bulb warning

May’s edition of consumer maga-
zine Which? carried a warning
about the Litetronics SuperService
light bulb.

Under test, the bulb failed to
live up to its long life claims, last-
ing on average under 5,000 hours
instead of the claimed 16,000
hours.

The bulbs, which the magazine
claims probably cost more to run
than ordinary bulbs, are sold
through the Innovations and Buy-
ers Guide catalogues.

In 1992 the Lighting Industry
Federation complained to the
Advertising Standards Authority
about claims made in the Innova-
tions catalogue regarding the
bulb.

The complaint was upheld and
the advertisers subsequently had
to amend their copy, in particular
to clarify that there was little
energy saved by using the
Litetronics bulb.

Which? also tested 25 compact
fluorescent lamps currently avail-
able and concluded that all of
them, even the most expensive,
will eventually save the user
money. The newer designs are
more efficient, but also cost more.

Above (1to r) : Keven Verdun, chief executive LA; Tony Lloyd, DTT;

Peter Hunt, president LA ; and Albert Shaw, vice-president, LA.

Open for business

Last month saw the official open-
ing of the Lighting Association’s
purpose-built, £500,000 head-
quarters and test laboratories in
Telford, Shropshire.

More than 60 members and
guests of the Association — the
national trade body for UK light-
ing manufacturers and suppliers —
visited the new building. It has
been designed with a state-of-the-
art lighting scheme which reacts
to available daylight levels.

In opening the building Tony
Lloyd, head of consumer safety at

the Department of Trade and
Industry, praised the way in
which the Association constantly
raised the standards of its mem-
bers through the Code of Practice
scheme.

With regard to his support for
having moulded plugs on lighting
and electrical appliances, he
assured members that the DTI
was arguing strongly in Brussels
to prevent importers sidestepping
the regulation so that all manu-
facturers would start on a level
playing field.

Changes at Electrosonic

New appointments have been
announced at Electrosonic during
the first six months of this year.
In February Philip Aminoff joined
the company as managing direc-
tor, he was previously marketing
manager for German medical
diagnostics product manufacturer,
Boering Mannheim.

The ultimate majority owners
of Electrosonic (through Helvar
and the Mercantile Group) are the
Aminoff family, and Philip’s
appointment is said to emphasise
the commitment the shareholders
have to the sucess of the com-
pany.

Andreas Oehlert joined the
company in January, as products

director. He was previously
employed as UNIX European
marketing manager for computer
company Unisys.

Alan Archer and Anthony
Francis have recently joined the
AV display department of the
products division of Electrosonic.

Electrosonic chairman Bob
Simpson commented that the
appointments show a major com-
mitment to strengthening Elec-
trosonic’s presence in mainland
Europe. He added that the com-
pany is to maintain a major new
product development programme.

It is expected that the company
will announce the launch of new
products in the near future.
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