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Energy
saving - the
European
dimension

A major EC priority is to pro-
mote the efficient use of energy
to reduce consumption and to
minimise the effect on the envi-
ronment. In August 1991, as part
of its energy efficiency pro-
gramme SAVE, the EC submitted
a proposal for a directive on
energy labelling of household
appliances including light sources
and luminaires.

The lighting industry has done
intensive research in the last ten
years and has put on the market a
wide range of energy efficient
lamps and lighting systems. But,
because of initial investment
costs and lack of information,
consumers have not always made
the best possible use of the new
technology.

Following a meeting with the
EC Energy Directorate, the Euro-
pean Lighting Council is to take
part in a European Commission
working group on the promotion
of low energy appliances and will
shortly be submitting definite
projects to the EC.

Invitation to
contribute
to Lux Europa

Lux Europa, the European Light-
ing conference to be held in
Edinburgh in April 1993, has
issued a call for papers. Anyone
wishing to contribute should send
a 200-400 word synopsis to
the organising committee, via
CIBSE, no later than 31 January
1992.

The conference will cover all
aspects of lighting, including
daylight. Papers dealing with
solutions to difficult or unusual
lighting problems will be wel-'
come, as will the results of basic
research into vision and human
responses and reactions. As well
as formal papers, there will be
poster presentations.

Lou Bedocs, past chairman of
CIBSE Lighting Divison, has
been named as chairman of the
conference organising committee.
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GTE leaves

ghting
business

GTE Corporation is to get out of
the lighting business in order to
concentrate on telecommunica-
tions. This marks the end of
attempts to diversify its activities
which started with the acquisition
of Sylvania Pr. :ucts in 1959.

First signs of the pending
realignment of the business came
in 1990 when GTE bought the
Contel Corporation, making it the
telephone company with the most
US and overseas phone lines and
the second largest player in the
cellular phone business. Shortly
afterwards the company broke off
the much publicised discussions
with EMI over the purchase of
Thorn Lighting.

As a result, the company is
now considering a number of
strategic options for its $2.3 bil-
lion (£1.33 billion) electrical
products business, comprising
both lighting and precision mate-
rials divisions. These include
divestiture, a tax free spin off to
shareholders and the possibility
of a joint venture with another
lighting supplier.

According to Vincent
d’Alessandro, GTE’s public
affairs vice president for electrical
products, the process is likely to

take between six and nine months,
so the outcome is likely to be
known by the middle of 1992.

In Europe, GTE is one of the
three major lighting companies,
with the Sylvania, Linolite, Lumi-
ance and Claude brand names.
GTE Lighting Europe, with its
headquarters in Geneva, has ten
plants, more than 30 sales offices
and over 4000 employees.

European president Donald
McCullogh stressed that the pro-
gramme of introduction of new
products would not be affected
during this transition period.
“While the various points are
being explored by GTE it
remains absolutely business as
usual as far as we are concerned.
Our objectives and commitments
remain unaffected.”

In the longer term the outcome
was likely to be positive in that
they would emerge more strongly
focused as a lighting company.
This view was echoed from the
other side of the Atlantic by
d’Alessandro, “We will become
part of an operations where the
primary focus is on lighting and
precision material and we will be
able to focus more on technolo-
gies where we have the lead.”

The longest bridge in Europe - linking Sweden with the island of
Oland in the Baltic Sea — has been relit in a 600 000 Swedish krona
programme. The new system has reduced energy consumption by
35 per cent and promises substantial savings in maintenance.

Nearly six hundred Thorn Jarnkonst, Streetus lanterns were
chosen by Sweden’s National Road Administration after a year
long test, where Streetus coped with the high strains and
vibrations on the 6km bridge, and the extremes of Sweden’s
weather better than any other manufacturers type.

The fittings have been specially designed to give long life in
difficult conditions and this helps to save large sums on
maintenance. Together with the energy savings, the new lighting
will pay for itself in a very short period of time.

Counting
the true
cost

Lighting can be a major element
in factory running costs so the
savings can be high. Energy sav-
ing high frequency fluorescent
luminaires have been supplied by
Crompton Lighting to complete
the first stage in re-lighting
GEC’s Titchfield, Hampshire,
plant.

The lighting installation follows
an energy audit carried out in
early 1990 by the GEC company
group energy adviser. Areas pin-
pointed as prime targets for energy

saving within the manufacturing
plant included general lighting.

The first building to be re-lit
covers an area 89m long by 30m.
Some 200 Crompton Channel
HF fluorescent luminaires are
trunking-mounted at a height
of 8 m. The luminaires, each
equipped with two 70W Spectra
84 tubes and fitted with open-end
reflectors, are controlled by high
frequency ballasts for maximum
efficiency.

Since the new energy-efficient
scheme was introduced, running
costs have been cut by more than
half. Additional zone switching
has reduced lamp burning hours
and savings have been calculated
to provide a payback time of just
over two years for capital equip-
ment and installation costs.

(See feature on pages 17-18)

Lighting —
French style

The 27th French Salon Interna-
tional de la Lumiére is to be held
at the Porte de Versailles, Paris,
from 9 to 14 January 1992. The
30 000 sq m exhibition, which
forms part of the Sixth World-

wide Week for Decorating and
Equipping the Home, has already
registered 358 exhibitors. Of
these 180 are French and 178 for-
eign firms, underlining the fact
that the international aspect of the
exhibition has been growing for
some years, resulting more or less
in a 50:50 breakdown between
French and international lighting
companies.

Advanced
technology
centre for
north east

Thorn Lighting is to invest over
£2 million to create a lighting
technology centre at its factory at
Spennymoor, County Durham.
The new 5100m2 centre, con-
verted from existing premises,
will be developed for the design,
engineering and testing of light
fittings and electronic gear. This
move, which confirms Spenny-
moor’s more important role in the
company’s European organisation,
involves the relocation of fittings
research activities, currently
carried out at Enfield in North
London, at the Spennymore site.
Completion is estimated for
March 1992.

The new research complex will
bring together under one roof
three main streams of lighting
research: fittings development and
photometry; electronics design
and engineering; and lighting
applications research. A major
feature of the building will be the
BSI accredited standards engi-
neering operation in which inde-
pendent tests ensure that all prod-
ucts including  electronic
components safety and perfor-
mance standards. The technology
centre will operate under
BS: 7501/EN: 45001 and will be
able to provide supervised manu-
facturers testing on all products.
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In brief. ..

® Environmental Lighting has
moved to 74 Barton Road,
Eccles, Manchester M30 7AE -
(tel 061-789 8686). The new
premises include a showroom
and heavy investment has been
made in computerised production
control equipment.

® P4 now has exclusive sales
rights in the UK for emergency
lighting made by Sander Elek-
tronic, Switzerland.
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