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Le Palais, the famous nightclub in the rue Montmartre, Par is, has recently undergone a trans­ 
formation. Although the club still retains its late nineteenth century baroque inter ior, into this 
has been slotted an ult ra modern light and laser show. 

The lighting, designed by Wynn Will son Gottelier, is based on a system of four massive mov­ 
ing r igs which together incorporate around 400 light fi tt ings. Each r ig weighs about as much as 
a Porsche carrera and is initially suspended some 9 metres above the dance floor, but dur ing the 
course of the evening gradually moves downwards towards the dancers. 

urrounding the dance floor is a high-powered lighting system using Golden Scans, fr om 
taly, which are dr iven by an inter -active computer control system called Oska. This enables the 

lighting to synchronise in formations of changing colour, patterns and shapes. 
In addition the revamp incorporates a full colour laser system which impinges on four giant 

gauze screens hidden within the lighting r igs, generating special effects. 

Japanese 
purchase 
BLV 
The Japanese onslaught on the 
European lighting industry contin­ 
ues apace - German lamp com­ 
pany BLY has now been sold by 
American owners Venture Lighting 
International to Japanese lamp 
manufacturers Ushio. The company 
already has a European presence, 
with· a factory and sales offi ce in 
Holland and a sales office in 
France. 

Ushio is best known in the UK 
for tungsten halogen and projector 
lamps, but it also manufactures 
xenon lamps for the cinema. The 
group is also active in the areas of 
offi ce automation and electronics. 

By purchasing BLY, Ushio will 
be enabled to extend its existing 
product range to include dichroic 
and metal halide lamps. 
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MPs lead 
on energy 

! 

saving 
Politicians are taking a new initia­ 
tive to combat global warming by 
introducing a pilot study on the 
use of energy eff icient lighting in 
the Palace of Westminster. 

The initiative was announced 
by Lord Whitelaw recently when 
he presented the National 
Lighting Awards. 

The government White Paper 
on the environment said that 
energy effi ciency improvements 
were the cheapest and quickest 

way of combating the threat of 
global warming and a lead to· 
industrial, commercial and 
domestic users was required. 

According to Lord Whitelaw, 
modern energy saving lamps 
were being fi tted experimentally 
in some of the rooms in the 
Palace of Westminster. In dining 
room A, for instance, they were 
expected to save nearly £700 on 
energy over two years of normal 
use. 

"Some 26 ordinary 60W bulbs 
consume £845 worth of electricity 
over an 8000 hour period", he 
commented. "They have been 
replaced with modern compact 
11 W fluorescent bulbs which will 
use only £156 worth of electricity 
in the same 8000 hour period." 

Full details of the awards are 
given on pages 8-9. 

Racing into 
the 90s 
For the third year Finnish 
company Helvar will be helping 
to sponsor the Lombard RAC 
Rally. Finland is the only country 
to sponsor a special stage of the 
rally, and this year is represented 
by Helvar, the Finnish Trade Cen- 

tre and four other Finnish fi rms. 
Film crews from BBC's Top 

Gear and Grandstand, Eurosport 
and other satell ite stations are 
covering the Finnish sponsored 
special stage.at Harewood Hill , 
Nottingham on 25 November. 

Rallying is by way of becom­ 
ing the Finnish national sport - 
their rally team has won the RAC 
event no less than six times over 
the past ten years. 

Wholesalers' 
guide update 
The Electrical Wholesalers 
Federation has published a 
twelfth edition of the Installation 
Materials Standard Wholesale 
Catalogue. This is the most recent 

edition of the publication which 
dates back 25 years and is revised 
every two years. 

In addition to detailed product 
information for over 80 manufac­ 
turers, the catalogue incorporates 
current technical information and 
explains manufacturers' product 
liability, COSHH and electricity 
at work requirements. 

Thorn lamps 
business to 
go to GE 
Thom EMI and the General Elec­ 
tric Company are to form a joint 
lamps venture for the next three 
years, following which Thom will 
sell out its remaining light source 
interests to GE. 

Initially GE will have a 51 % 
interest and take control of the 
new company GE-Thorn Lamps 
Ltd, in which the two organisa­ 
tions will collaborate on lamp 
marketing and distribution. GE 
will also purchase Thom Light­ 
ing's principal European light 
source interests. 

Thom's factories at Enfield and 
Leicester, together with Thorn 
EMI Lamps and Components' 
plant at Mitcham and Omega 
Lighting at New Malden, form 
the heart of the deal. On the 
European scale, GE will acquire 
Thorn's 100% interest in Gluh­ 
lampenfabrik Jahn in Germany 
and its 51 % interest in SIVI 
Ill uminazione, Italy. 

The deal - valued at up to 
£69 mill ion - involves an initial 
cash payment of £28.5m with a 
further £28.5m payment when the 
balance of the company reverts to 
GE in three years' time. An addi­ 
tional £12m in the form of three 
yearly contributions of £4m is 
payable during the fi rst three 
years of the deal, subject to per-.----------------------------­ 
formance. 

Thom will provide distribution 
and administration for the new 
company, thus minimising disrup­ 
tion to customers. In the fi rst year 
this will cost Thorn Lighting 
some £8-£10m; later, services wil l 
be provided on a cost basis. 

GE-Thorn Lamps will be 
responsible for marketing the 
products from the UK factories, 

Highlighting 
lighting 
Hilight, a commercial lighting ex­ 
hibition and conference, will be 
held at London's Business Design 
Centre from 20-23 February 
1991. 

Companies who have already 
booked space in the exhibition 
include Marlin, Philips, Thorn, 
Erco, Siemens, Osram and Elec­ 
trosonic. 

Among key speakers at the 
three day conference will be Sir 
Norman Foster, of Foster Associ­ 
ates, Jane Priestman, British Rail, 
and Klaus Maack, Erco Lighting. 

A special feature at Hilight 
will be 'The future of lighting', 
drawing attention to Britain's 
new lighting designers. 

including the incandescent lamp 
sites at Merthyr, Preston and Rod­ 
ney (near Wimbledon), which 
remain under Thom's control and 
will source GE-Thom with incan­ 
descent lamps for up to four years. 

In effect, this supply contract 
purchases Thorn and its employ­ 
ees a breathing space to decide 
the future of these plants. GE is 
to provide advice on upgrading 
- it currently manufactures 
incandescent lamps at the rate of 
IO 000 units per hour in the USA. 
The corresponding figure for the 
UK operation is 4-5000 units. 

Global scale 
Although large in the European 
lighting fi ttings market, Thom has 
increasingly proved too small to 
become a light source manufac­ 
turer on the global scale on which 
lamp businesses now operate. Its 
fi fth position in the world market 
conceals the fact that it is only 
one-quarter the size of the next 
largest player in the market, and 
one-eighth the size of the com­ 
bined forces of GE-Tunsgram. 

In addition to the problems of 
lamp profi tability, the company 
needed to focus on the European 
fi ttings business. It also had to be 
free to exploit its potential in Asia 

and on the Pacific rim - the 
world's most rapidly expanding 
market. Thus, Thom Lighting's 
20% interest in Australian lamp 
manufacturer Elma has, signifi ­ 
cantly, been excluded from the 
agreement. 

There was also a need to divest 
the company of its peripheral 
businesses. This process is now 
underway. Holophane SA was 
recently sold to Italian company 
Fidenza Vetraria for $21.7m, and 
other deals are currently being 
negotiated with separate pur­ 
chasers. The overall aim is to 
boost returns in Thom Lighting to. 
a more satisfactory level as soon 
as possible. __ 

GE is to some extent trading in 
the fi ttings sector in the USA, but 
this involvement is quite small , 
and the company's major strength 
has always been in the light 
sources business. Adding GE­ 
Thom Lamps will give GE a 20% 
share of the European light source 
market. 

The deal makes sense as far as 
GE is concerned, as it gets round 
the problems inherent in shipping 
products for the European market 
in from the USA. These include 
transport costs and the question of 
product standards. A complete 
reconfiguration of equipment is 
needed to adapt an American pro­ 
duct developed for the 11 0V / 60 
cycle market for European needs. 

In market terms, then, 
Tungsram provides a better con­ 
figuration than the USA. It also 
has the considerable advantage 
that it is cheaper to manufacture 
lighting products in Hungary than 
the UK. GE will be investigating 
the market in some detail, but it 
currently expects the balance of 
advantage to vary between prod­ 
ucts, as some lamps will lend 
themselves very readily to high 
speed manufacture, while with 
others local availability would 
prove a greater market advantage. 
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held by Yorkshire Region of Ireland Region of CIBSE. Details 
CIBSE. Details from A Simpson from J Patton 0232 732121. 
0532 759381. 

15 
Lighting and servicing atr ia. 
Evening meeting at British Gas, 
Manchester, held by North West 
Region of CIBSE. Details from L 
Daniels 061-228 2331. 

5-6 
Br istol Electr ical Show at the 
Crest Hotel. Details from Tech­ 
nology Exhibitions 081-760 0009. 

6 
The Waldram Lecture: City 
lights. Evening meeting in Lon­ 
don arranged jointly by CIBSE 
Lighting Division and the ILE. 
Details from Karl Pike, CIBSE 
081-675 5211. 

Engineers frequently express their frustration about communicating 
with architects, especially in matters relating to lighting. In a recent 
articles in the CIBSE Journal, David Farren, a Dublin member, stated: 
'The architect is trained to design in terms of form, shape and texture, 
light, shadow and colour - to think in three dimensions and to visu­ 
alise light in the abstract (from invisible sources). The engineer is 
trained to design primarily from technical specifications, calculations, 

------------------------------------------------------l confirmed facts, compliance with rules and regulations, and generally 
in straight lines. Both methods work for the discipline involved, but 
the language divides them.' 

However, moves are now afoot which it is hoped will improve 
communication between the two disciplines. The CIBSE Lighting 
Division is cooperating with the RIBA to produce 'open learning' 
packages on lighting, which will form part of the series of self 
directed learning programmes being offered to architects by the RIBA. 

The project will involve the production of about 300 learning pack­ 
ages covering some 18 topic areas. It aims to produce learning mate­ 
rials embracing the needs and interests of practising British architects 
and those postgraduates involved in practical training preparatory to 
qualifying. 

The packages are intended to provide clear, structured guidance to a 
subject, breaking it down into action areas, identifying key issues, and 
highlighting the different design approaches that might be used. It is 
intended that the packages would not simply take the place of text­ 
books, but will also make use, where appropriate, of audio and video 
tapes, computer programmes and slides. Furthermore, the student will 
be encouraged to carry out experiments, appraisals and self-assess­ 
ment exercises. To date, sixty packages on the five topic areas have 
been completed and other are in the course of preparation. 

CIBSE Lighting Division was invited by the RIBA to advise. and 
assist in the production of the lighting packages, which will cover 
electric lighting and daylighting, and the interaction between the two. · 

The subject areas will include: lighting for architecture and people; 
colour; vision and visual tasks; daylight and building design; electric 
lighting design techniques; lighting equipment; energy eff iciency; and 
lighting design, calculations and measurements. 

Each package is monitored by a practising architect and a practising 
lighting engineer to ensure that the terms used are understood and 
meaningful to people from both disciplines. 

It is intended that the lighting packages will also be made available 
to CIBSE members, and it is hoped they will form a communications 
'bridge' between the architect and the lighting designer, thus creating 
a better understanding and appreciation between the two professions. 

Alan Wilson 
Vice Chairman, Li ghting Design 

12 
Automatic controls in building 
services. Evening meeting at the 
Royal Victoria Hotel, Sheffi eld, 

JANUARY 
6-10 
Lightshciw, Olympia, London. 
Details from the organisers, The 
Decorative Lighting Association 
058-84658. 

9-11 
Lighting design. A three-day 
course in London for those with 
li ttle or no formal lighting educa­ 
tion, arranged by the Centre for 
Continuing Professional Educa­ 
tion, Institute of Environmental 
Engineering. Details from A H 
Fuad, director, 071-928 8989. 

14 
Airpor t lighting. An evening 
meeting at Belfast International 
Airport arranged by the Northern 

Young Lighters of the Year. 
Lectures presented by the finalists 
and announcement of winners at 
an evening meeting in London 
organised by the Lighting Divi­ 
sion of CIBSE. Details from 
member services department 081- 
675 5211. 

17 
High fr equency lighting and 
lighting electronics. Evening 
meeting at the Post House Hotel, 
Southampton, held by Southern 
Region of CIBSE. Details from M 
R Dorgan 0703 339300. 

28-1 Feb 
Photometry and management 
course for lighting engineers. A 
new course arranged by the Insti­ 
tution of Lighting Engineers. 
Details from ILE 0788 576492. 

NEWS 
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ELECTRONIC TRANSFORMERS 
- for low voltage light ing 

To Dim • • • • • 

LIGS news 
The autumn meeting of the 
Lighting Industry Golf Society 
was held at St Georges Hill on 
18 October. 

In the morning competition the 
Smart and Brown Cup was pre­ 
sented by David Proctor to the 
winner T. Cartledge. Runners-up 
were B. Ramsay and M: Hirst. 
Prizes for the morning session 
were presented by R. Oliver of 
Arrow Plastics. For the guests, 
G. Yendell won the Bruce Watts 
Trophy, presented by Bruce 
Watts. 

The afternoon foursomes com­ 
petition was won by T. Oram and 
A. Turnbull , playing for the Wil­ 
son Cup. In second place were 
B. Glazer and J. Butler. Prizes 
were presented by David Proctor 
on behalf of Smart and Brown. 

The LIGS Christmas meeting 
will be held at the RAC Country 
Club, Woodcote Park, Epson on 
6 December. 

or not toDims • • • • • 

Here is the Answer ! 
The ET-105-C, will work perfectly with all known 

dimmer types, both domestic and hard fi red. 
The ET-84-C, for switched circuits only, 

is not dimmable and costs less. 
Now available ex-stock. 

ALL MODE PRODUCTS ARE GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS 

FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFER PACKA GE 
PHONE OR FAX NOW 

MODE ELECTRONICS LIMITED 
CHELSING LODGE, TONWELL, WARE, HERTFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND. 
Telephone: Ware (0920) 462121 Telex: 817837 MODE G. Fax: (0920) 466881 

The Chart ered Institution of Building Serv ices Engi neers 
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TEL: (0535)635922 
FAX: (0535) 633546 

Royd Mills, Cowling, Keighley, 
North Yorkshire, 8D22 OBE. 
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