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NEWS 
Disco, theatre, 
TV and fi lm 
light ing on show 
Light and Sound Show 90, Bri­ 
tain's premier exhibition of light­ 
ing, sound and entertainment 
equipment, will be held from 9-12 

September at Olympia, London. 
This 13th show has expanded to 

.cover four floors and will be 
accompanied by a series of half­ 
day seminars. !" is sponsored by 
the Professional Lighting and 
Sound Association. 

For further details contact 3D 
Services, #$ Brentford Business 
Centre, Commerce Road, Brent­ 
ford, Middx TW8 8LG (telephone 
081-569-9742). 

Safety standard 
for lamps 
BS7173 Specification for self-bal­ 
lasted lamps for general lighting 
services, safety requirements has 
been published. !" specifies safety, 
interchangeability requirements 
and test methods for tubular fluor­ 
escent and other gas discharge 

SUPERCLAMPS CAN BE USED 
ANYWHERE ADJUSTED FITTING IS REQUIRED 

% NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED % 
JUST FINGER PRESSURE ADJUSTS 

(ttl ~!\\ISTI IN \\'ll ffi Ll ,\\ITBD) 
1 Fleming Way. Worton Road, 

lsleworth, Middlesex TW7 &' ( ) 
Tel: 081-569 7287 Telex: 933372 

Fax: 081-569 8601 

Super Clamps are an instantly adjustable high quality 
micro cable fitting system. By simply pressing the button 
on each clamp it can *+ moved ,- or down to a new 

! 
position where it becomes instantly locked. No tools 
needed. 
These fittings take 2 sizes of cable 1 . 20mm or 1 . 5mm 
7x7 construction stainless steel. Strength depends on the 
fittings used but are capable of supporting not less than 
30kgs. ! They are ideal for shelving, track lighting systems, 
pictures or product display, in fact. anything that needs 
attractive instant cable adjustment. 
The cable is cut, threaded onto the Super Clamp which is · 
moved to the desired position. Fine adjustment could not 
*+ easier. 
With the wide variety of ceiling fittings and clamp 
attachments every possible situation can *+ covered. 
Also, we stock a wide range of micro cables and wire 
ropes in stainless steel suitable for all makes of cable 
systems. Ask for our separate price lists. 

Reader Service No. 2 

lamps with integral means of con­ 
trolling starting and stable oper­ 
ations that are intended for dom­ 
estic and similar general lighting 
purposes. 

Copies are available price 
£30.60 (£15.30 to BSI members) 
from BSI Sales, Linford Wood, 
Milton Keynes MK14 6LE. 

Report on road 
lanterns 
A new technical report on The 
effectiveness of lantern cleaning 
has been published by the Institution 
of Lighting Engineers. It details the 
results of a series of light output 
depreciation measurements on road 
lanterns and discusses the implic­ 
ations for both cleaning frequencies 
and maintenance factors for applica­ 
tion in installation design proce­ 
dures. A standard for a detergent 
that assists effective cleaning is also 
included. 

Copies, price £18.75, are avail­ 
able from the ILE, 9 Lawford Rd, 
Rugby, Warwicks CV21 2DZ. 

CIBSE 
support 
for CPI 
In order to promote better under­ 
standing between-the design engi­ 
neer and those who have respon­ 
sibili ty for installation CIBSE is 
holding a half day seminar on 
coordinated project information 
including the common arrange­ 
ment. 

The seminar, which will be con­ 
ducted by David Russell , manag­ 
ing director of National Engineer­ 
ing Specification Limited, and 
Peter Jordan, technical director of 
the Building Employers' Confed­ 
eration, will be of interest to both 
contractors and consultants. 

The cost will be £25.00 . £3.75 
VAT for CIBSE members and 
£35.00 . £5.25 VAT for others. 
For registration details contact 
CIBSE on 081-675 5211 

The Chart ered Institution of Building Serv ices Engineers 

Schedules of 
illuminance 
more than meets 
the eye 
The most often and most widely used part of the present CIBSE 
Code for Interior Lighting (1984) is, without doubt, the section 
dealing with the schedules of recommended ill uminances. And 
this has assuredly been so for all its predecessors too. 
/ Regrettably, it can also be the most misused. Many lighting 

designers appear to believe that if they plan to provide the level 
of ill uminance prescribed in the schedules on a, frequently 
imaginary, horizontal 'working plane', they have met the 
requirements of the code: they seem quite unaware that there is 
a lot more to lighting design than that. 

It is little wonder, therefore, that many lighting installations, 
while providing the lux suggested, completely fail to provide the 
required visual conditions. 

We can all suggest areas where this might be the case: airport 
arrival lounges where you can't recognise the people arriving; 
workshops where machine operators cast shadows on the job in 
hand; signs which disappear under artificial lighting; downlights 
that cause glare to people looking up, to mention but a few. 

The problem is how to get designers in a hurry to produce a 
scheme to read through the other parts of the code, and to inter­ 
pret them in the manner intended. Perhaps the next edition 
should be issued in the form of a video game in which the 
designer could be taken from section to section, directing his 
attention to all the other important criteria he might need to 
take into account - and only then revealing the level of recom­ 
mended ill uminance! 

Since we see not by illuminance but by luminance, and dis­ 
cern shapes by contrast, it could be argued that the schedules 
should be written in these terms. 

It might also be argued that the lux value should be related 
only to the size and contrast of the task, so that the designer can, 
by measuring the task and evaluating its contrast, arrive at a 
figure which is then modified by the age factor to produce a 
recommended maintained value. Such an approach could well 
result in a higher level being required to read a letter C than a 
letter Z - given that the C might easily be confused with a letter 

The value of the present system is that it is relatively easy to 
calculate and measure the levels required. So, in spite of its 
drawbacks, it is likely to remain in use in future CIBSE lighting 
codes. Alan Wilson 

DIARY 
MAY 
13-17 
Interior Design International 
exhibition at Earls Court, London. 
Further information from Paul 13 
Murphy, AGB Exhibitions (081- 
868 4499). 

16 
Lighting for -hazardous areas fair . 
Half-day seminar and exhibition at 
the Building Services Engineering 
Centre, London. Details from 
Karen Phillips, CIBSE, 222 Bal­ 
ham High Road, London SW12 
9BS (telephone 081-675 5211). 

Motorcycle Museum, Solihull. 
Information from Barry Gros­ 
smith, Wotan Lamps Ltd, Wotan 
House, Gresham Way, Durnsford 
Road, London SW19 SHU (tele­ 
phone 081-947 1261). 

European Lighting Council' s 
awards luncheon and presentaton 
at Copthorne, West Sussex, hosted 
by Thom Lighting. Details from 
Hugh King, Thorn Lighting Ltd, 
Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts 
WD6 lHZ (telephone 081-366 
1166). 

19-21 
International lighting exhibition 
at the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre and the Toronto regional 

JUNE conference of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society of North 

7 America. Details from Deborah 
Dugan, Kerrwil Publications Ltd, 

Retail lighting seminar arranged 395 Matheson Blvd East, 
by Wotan Lamps. One-day event, Mississauga, Ontario L4Z 2H2 
with exhibition, at the National (fax 416 890-5769). 
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