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Standards are
the key to single
market

The role of standards in the imple-
mentation of the single European
market was the theme taken by Dr
Ivan Dunstan, of BSI, and cur-
rently President of the Comité
Europeen de Normalisaation
(CEN) in his address to CIBSE’s
annual dinner.

The spotlight, he maintained,
was firmly on standards. We had to
persuade 18 European countries
— EC and EFTA members — to
agree the harmonised technical
standards necessary to complete
the single European market by the
end of 1992.

At present we had less than 1500
such European standards and we
should need at least 3-4000 by
then. So, time was of the essence.
Asa measure of the scale involved,

over 3000 work items were in

hand.

Tough rules aimed at speeding
up the work. Thus, standards were
approved by weighted voting with-
out the right of veto. And, once
approved, all 18 countries had to
implement the European standard
and withdraw any conflicting
national norm.

So, it was almost impossible for
any one country to maintain a uni-
lateral stance against a particular
standard. A far better approach
was to be positive and seize the
initiative, especially where the
standard affected commercial or
professional interests. Hence the
BSI policy of taking the lead in
committees wherever possible.

In reply, CIBSE President, Colin
Izzard, raised the issue of the role
of finance in gaining a dominant
position in Europe. The UK bank-
ing system looked for short term
gains rather than supporting com-
panies wishing to invest for the
future and he feared this could
lead to continental firms gaining
dominant positions.

French and Dutch firms were
already active here in Britain. Nor-
west Holst and Kyle Stewart, for
instance, were already owned by
continental -firms; and Alfred
McAlpine, Ruch and Tompkins
and Tern among others now
counted French or German con-
tractors among their shareholders.
Could this be the model for the
building services industry over the
next few years, he wondered. It
was food for thought.
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Football stadium in Genoa, Italy relit for the 1990 World Cup.

The Ferraris Stadium in Genoa is
the first of seven to be lit by Philips
Lighting in time for the 1990
Soccer World Cup.

The stadium has been completely | .

remodelled to provide accommo-
dation in covered stands for over
37 000 spectators, in addition to
housing meeting rooms, gymnasia
and press offices.

The roof structure of the building
is suspended from four towers,
which also provide public circula-
tion spaces and house tower light-
ing installations.

The lighting installation com-
prises 316 Arenavision flood-
lights, providing a vertical illumi-
nance of 1700 lux towards the
main stand side. The floodlights
are located in the towers, on the
edge of the stadium and, under the
roof along the longitudinal sides in
service slots combining sound and
lighting equipment.

In addition to Genoa, Arena-
vision installations are planned
for football pitches in Bologna,
Naples, Turin, Udine, and in the
Olympic Stadium in Rome where
the final will be staged. A seventh
stadium — Cagliaris — will be
equipped with an alternative
floodlighting scheme.

European healthand
safety changes

The Health and Safety Executive
has produced a short guide to
three new European Community
directives which cover the work-
place, the use of work equipment
and the use of personal protective
equipment. The directives will
come into force at the end of 1992.

The Health and Safety Commis-
sion is considering what proposals
should be drawn up to implement
these directives. Two HSC work-
ing groups, with CBI and TUC
representatives, have monitored
their progress and helped shape
government response.

The adopted directives are
broadly consistent with current
legislation and policy in Great
Britain. Some changes to British
law will be necessary, but mainly to
amplify existing law rather than set
totally new requirements.

The HSC expects to publish con-
sultative documents proposing the
necessary changes around the end
of 1990.

The Workplace Directive applies
to most fixed workplaces, but not
to construction sites or mines. It
requires employers to carry out
regular cleaning maintenance, to
rectify defects posing hazards and
to keep emergency exits and
escape routes clear. In addition,
employers will have to comply
with minimum requirements set
out in annexes to the directive.

Annexe I applies to workplaces
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which will be used for the first time
after 31 December 1992 and also
provides for modifications to exist-
ing workplaces. Its range includes
structural  stability, electrical
installations, means of escape, fire
precautions, ventilation, tempera-
ture, lighting, space, means of
access and first aid.

Annexe II applies to existing
workplaces, giving them an extra
three years — to 31 December
1995 — to comply with this
annexe.

The Use of Work Equipment
Directive lays down minimum
health and safety requirements for
all work equipment. It requires
employers to provide safe equip-
ment, to ensure that it is used
safely and emphasises training and
safe systems of work. Detailed
minimum requirements cover
areas sueh as control devices,
guarding and stability. Employers
are given an extra four years — to
31 December 1996 — to make
existing work equipment meet

these detailed requirements. The |

directive complements the direc-
tive on machinery safety, under
Article 100A of the EEC Treaty.

The Use of Personal Protective
Equipment Directive requires the
provision of use of personal pro-
tective equipment, such as safety
boots or eye protection, where
risks cannot be avoided by other
means. It complements a separate

product directive under Article
100A, on personal protective
equipment.

Copies of the short guide to the
new EC safety and health direc-
tives, are available free from the
Health and Safety Executive’s
public enquiry points in London
(01-221 0870), Bootle (051-951
4381) and Sheffield (0742 755792).

Thorn Lighting has commissioned
a new intensity distribution photo-
meter at its lighting laboratories at
Enfield, North London. The new
photometer, believed to be the
most advanced in Europe cost
£150 000.

The photometer comprises a
10m high chamber housing 75
fixed position photocells which
instantaneously record the vertical
light distribution from a lumi-
naire mounted on the computer-
controlled gantry. Measurements

In brief ...

@ Philips’ HalogenA lamp,
reviewed in the February issue of
LEN, will now be available from
March 1990.

@® Tindle has opened a trade
showroom to display its predomi-
nantly traditional lighting at' 168
‘Wandsworth Bridge Road, Lon-
don SW6 2UQ (telephone 01-384
1485).

@ Staff Lighting Ltd has moved
to purpose designed UK head-

Advanced photometer
for Thorn Lighting

* two hours to ten minutes, which

are taken as the luminaire is moved
through a series of pre-set horizon-
tal angles, in accordance with rele-
vant British and International
standards. !

Testing time is reduced from

has enormous benefits in the
research and development of new
and advanced reflector systems for
light fittings.

The photometer was designed
by scientists at the company’s
“Enfield laboratory.

quarters, comprising offices,
showroom and warehouse, at
Hampshire International Business
Park, Crockford Lane, Chineham,

Basingstoke, Hants (telephone
0256 707007).
@® Lightgraphix = Ltd  has

appointed Cathcart Smith Agen-
cies Ltd, Belfast, as a distributor of
its complete product range.

® KSH Plastics has changed its
name to IRG Plastics as a result of
the takeover by the Irish group
IRG plec. ¥
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