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DIARY 
JANUARY 

7-11 
Lightshow at Olympia, London. 
Details from the Decorative Light­ 
ing Association 0588 4658. 

10 
The management of a low pres­ 
sure sodium installation. An after­ 
noon meeting at Olympia, Lon­ 
don, arranged by the Institution of 
Lighting Engineers. Details from S 
Lain 01-568 7751 (home). 

11 
London - from gaslight to flood­ 
light. Evening lecture in Cam­ 
bridge arranged by the Institution 
of Elelctrical and Electronics 
Incorporated Engineers. Details 
from IEEIE 01-836 3357. 

12-17 
Salon International du Lumi- 

naire, Decorative lighting exhibi­ 
tion in Paris. One of 11 trade 
shows which form Perspectives 90, 
the fourth worldwide week for 
decorating and equipping the 
home. Details available from 
French Trade Exhibitions 01-225 
5566. 

15 
Update on emergency lighting 
practice. Evening meeting at the 
Drumkeen Hotel, Belfast, 
arranged by the Northern Ireland 
region of CIBSE. Details from hon 
secretary J Patton 0232 732121. 

Promising new developments for 
electr ical building services. Even­ 
ing meeting in London held by the 
Contracting and Building Services 
Professional Group of the Institu­ 
tion of Electrical and Electronics 
Incorporated Engineers. Details 
from IEEIE 01-836 3357. 

16 
Problems of industrial lighting. 

Evening meeting at MANWEB, 
Chester, held by Merseyside and 
North Wales region of CIBSE. 
Details from hon secretary K R 
Roughley 051-530 1149. 

17 
Short range photometry. Evening 
meeting in London organised by 
CIBSE Lighting Division. Details 
from Karl Pike 01-675 5211. 

Diffuser design. Evening meeting 
in Croydon held by London and 
South East region of CIBSE. 
Information from hon secretary 
John Dall imore 0932 247717. 

24 
Floodlighting Fair. One-day semi­ 
nar with exhibition at the Building 
Services Engineering Centre in 
London. More information from 
Karl Pike CIBSE 01-675 5211. 

FEBRUARY 

6 
Passive solar implications on 
heating, lighting and building 
designs. Evening meeting in Croy­ 
don organised by the London and 
South East region of CIBSE. 
Details from M Carter O 1- 348 
5171. 

The last decade has seen an enormous increase in our awareness of 
the environment. From global matters such as the Greenhouse 
Effect to more local concerns such as the state of our streets, the 
environment is now part of the political agenda. 

One facet of this awareness is the belief that pollution is 
widespread; the destruction of the forests of Europe and North 
America by acid rain; the chemical soup we call the North Sea; the 

-----------------------------------------------------1 disposal of toxic waste. Al l are associated with pollution. 
Given this belief and the consequent determination that 

something should be done about it - and something will be done 
about it once politicians are convinced there are votes to be won by 
so doing - how long will it be before light pollution becomes a 
salient topic? 

Light pollution can be defined as light which reaches those parts 
light should not reach. The archetypal case of light pollution is the 
newly floodlit tennis court in a residential area. The lighting 
installation is there to light the tennis courts but the residents will 
complain that it also lights their lounges and, what is worse, their 
bedrooms. 

No doubt some of these complaints are actually related, not to 
the lighting, but to the consequential effects of the lighting, ie 
activity and noise on and around the tennis courts late into the 
night. However, it is only necessary to look at some sports lighting 
installations or to look at some of the ill -sited, mis-aimed 
floodlights that are used for security lighting to believe in the reality 
of light pollution. 

But why should light pollution occur? First, it has to be said that 
some light pollution is inevitable. Light will always be scattered by 
the atmosphere and reflected from the surface being lit. What is not 
inevitable is that installations should be designed without careful 
consideration of the light distribution outside the lit area; that 
installations should be constructed without accurate aiming; and 
that equipment should be provided which cannot easily be aimed 
and which does not have accurate photometric data. 

The reaction of the person who shot out his neighbour's security 
floodlight because it was degrading his view of the stars is still rare. 
But every poorly designed, mis-aimed installation that goes in 
takes us one step nearer to such direct action. 

If lighting is to avoid being grouped with other pollutants the 
lighting industry and profession will have to begin to take light 
pollution seriously. Peter Boyce 

Clean rooms - design and main­ 
tenance. Evening meeting at the 
Old Royal, Birmingham, arranged 
jointly by West Midlands region of 
CIBSE and the Institute of Hospi­ 
tal Engineers. Details from CIBSE 
hon secretary A J Singleton, 9 
Foley Road, Pedmore, Stour­ 
bridge, West Midlands DY9 ORT. 

Lighting design presentation by 
the chairman of the CIBSE Light­ 
ing Division. Evening meeting in 
Cardiff arranged by South Wales 
region of CIBSE. Details from H J 
Doolan 0222 777707. 

, The Down light 2000 range from Staff 
Ligi,ting is enqineered to the highest 
standards to ensure substantial 
savings over comparable downlights. 

SAVE on Installation Costs 
'-- Spring-claw mounting for 

faster fixing 
'- Push-fit terminal block for 

easier connection 

SAVE on Capital Costs 
\.. Fewer fitt ings required 
l High eff iciency and good 

distribution 
'- Twin lamp configuration for 

high output 

SAVE on Maintenance and 
Running Costs 

'- Wipe-clean reflector 
\.. 8000 hour lamp life 

DOWNLIGHT 2000: 
WE ADD MORE 

SO YOU NEED LESS 

STAFF~ 
Staff Lighting Ltd., 

Hampshire International 
Business Park, 

Crockford Lane, Chineham, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG24. 

Tel: 0256 707007. 
Fax: 0256 707018. 

The Chartered Institution of Building Serv ices Engineers 

Anyone f or 
t enni s 

Power for 
the games 
Erskine Systems Ltd has won the 
contract to provide back-up power 
equipment for the World Student 
Games to be held in Sheffield in 
1991. 

The games are the largest sport­ 
ing and cultural event ever to be 
held in England with 6000 compe­ 
titors from all over the world 
expected to participate. New 
sporting facilities are being built 
and existing ones renovated 
throughout the city. 

An order has already been 
received for an emergency power 
supply for lighting at the Don Val­ 
ley Stadium, an arena where many 
of the major events will be held. 

The 8kW 110V d.c. unit, valued 
at £21 000, has a three-hour 
standby capacity and is being pur­ 
pose built to the city council's 
specification. 

Lighti ng course 
A course on lighting design and 
practice starts at Kingston College 
of Further Education on 17 Janu­ 
ary. For further details of these 
evening lectures contact Ray 
Knott on 01-546 2151 extn 2144. 

Thom's As ia 
Pacifi c dri ve 
Thorn Lighting has a new sales 
operation in Taiwan which is 
handling the full range of Thorn 
fittings and light sources for its 
local market. 

Following the acquisition of fit­ 
tings manufacturer ALI in Aus­ 
tralia last year, together with the 
establishment of sales offi ces in 
Hong Kong and Singapore and a 
factory in Malaysia, this move fur­ 
ther underlines Thorn Lighting's 
intention to boost its Asia Pacific 
business. 

Road sta ndard now 
available 
BS5489 Part 3 : 1989 Code of 
Practice for lighting for subsidiary 
roads and associated pedestrian 
areas has now been published. 

It is available from BS! Sales, 
Linford Wood, Milton Keynes 
MK14 6LE, price £30.60, or to 
BSI subscribing members £15.30. 

For more information on . 
products listed, circle the 
enquiry number on the free 
reader reply service card. 
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