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Thom intenm
results

Thorn EMI has just announced its
interim figures which detail the
performance of the Lighting Divi-
sion. In the six months to 30 Sep-
tember 1989, Thorn Lighting’s
profit before taxation was up
13.5% at £11.8m from £10.4m
in the same period last year on a
turnover of £262.3m (£191.6m).

Commented group chairman
and chief executive Colin South-
gate: “Lighting has made progress,
although profit would have been
higher in the first half were it not
for the disruptions caused by the
restructuring of its UK distribution
as well as the integration of the
Australian  lighting  businesses
acquired last year”.

In brief. ..

@® M and M Lighting Ltd has
appointed White Light of London
as the UK service centre for all
Rainbow products, including
Light Curtain and the Rainbow
colour scroller.

® CCT Theatre Lighting Ltd
and Lighting Methods Inc have
formed a joint venture company
CCT-LMI based in- Rochester,
New York. The new company will
make and distribute CCT lumi-
naires and accessories in the USA,
Central and South America. All
CCT luminaires are UL approved.
@ Sirrah, Italy, has acquired Piu-
luce. The two companies will con-
tinue to trade separately and Offi-
tal UK Ltd remains UK agent for
Piuluce.

® The Polaron Engineering
Group has acquired the Special
Lamps Division of GEC.

® A new company, Gallex, has
been formed by the Scottish
Development Agency, Pilking-
tons, the University of Strathclyde
and key individuals to exploit
expertise in opto-electronics. Its
activities will include the sale of
fibre-optic light guides, a consul-
tancy service and development of
innovative products.

@ Arlington Management
Group Ltd has acquired a con-
trolling interest in Tekcon Electri-
cal Ltd which makes low voltage
lighting transformers. Its subsidi-
ary Vector Lighting produces spe-
cialist luminaires for retail, leisure
and office developments.
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A new floodlighting installation at
St Paul’s Cathedral seeks to show
the Cathedral as it would have
appeared by moonlight to its archi-
tect, Sir Christopher Wren.

Designing the scheme presented
Philips Lighting with a number of
problems, both of a practical and
an aesthetic nature. For a start, the
lighting had to be sited at ground
level. St Paul’s is located in an area
of continuing redevelopment. Pre-
vious floodlighting had relied
upon adjacent building for the
location of luminaires and some of
these had disappeared over the
years, leaving gaps in the installa-
tion, particularly on the important
south, or river-facing, elevation.
The new design has also enabled
the cathedral authorities to remove
four unsightly floodlights from the
main facade.

St Paul’s Cathedral was origin-
ally floodlit using tungsten light-
ing. Some 10 or 12 years ago this
was changed to high pressure
sodium, but some of the equip-
ment was still over 20 years old.

The new installation uses metal
halide lighting to make the magni-
ficent building stand out from the
high pressure sodium now used
locally for street lighting. This
gives a very white light in contrast
with the golden hue produced by
high pressure sodium.

The upper part of the Cathe-
dral, including the famous dome, is
now illuminated by Philips’ Aren-
avision; the first such installation
in the UK. Ten floodlights with the

new 1800W MHD lamps light up -

the upper half of the-Cathedral
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and focus attention on the lantern
orb’and cross on top of the dome,
which it was not previously possi-
ble to light.

The lower half of the building is
more conventionally lit using 31,
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2kW HPIT lamps in HNF002 and
HNF206 fittings. Seven HNF003
and MNF400 fittings using HPIT
lamps provide fill light. The
installed load of the complete
floodlighting system is 89kW.

Emess plc is making a take-over
bid for the Royal Sovereign Group
of companies.

Emess currently owns just under
30% of the company’s ordinary
share capital, having been a major
shareholder since December 1986
when it sold its paper wholesaling
business for a holding of 60%
of the company’s share capital.
Expansion of Royal Sovereign has
since diluted this shareholding to
29.98%.

Royal Sovereign shareholders
will be offered 5 new ordinary
shares in Emess for every 2 ordi-
nary shares they hold in Royal
Sovereign. This represents a prem-
ium of 64% over the price of the
shares on 30 November. Prefer-
ence shares will be offered at the
rate of 42 Emess preference shares
for every- 61 Royal Sovereign
preference shares.

Complete acceptance of this
offer would result in the issue of
approximately 12m new Emess
ordinary shares; and approxi-
mately 3.6m Emess preference
shares which, on full conversion,
would yield approximately 2.6m
further ordinary shares. Sharehol-
ders are also offered the option of
receiving loan notes in lieu of some
or ail of the shares.

The Royal Sovereign group
manufactures and distributes gra-
phic and stationery projects. It
operates - “principally - through
Imperial Graphic Products "Ltd
which -manufactures polyester
films used in the reprographics and
the visual presentation markets,
and Royal Sovereign Ltd, a dis-
tributor of branded goods to the
stationery and graphics markets
probably best known for its range
of pencils.

The board of Royal Sovereign
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Ltd (with the exception of Emess
chairman Michael Meyer, who in
view of his interests has not taken
part in these deliberations) will
unanimously recommend share-
holders to accept this offer.
Following the- acquisition of
Royal Sovereign it is intended that
the current management will con-
tinue to have responsibility for
management of the group and,
in addition, managing director
A Aylward will be invited to join
the board of Emess.

Lighting in
hitectural
For lighting to help to establish the
quality and mood of an interior
space, it was important to know
and understand what an architect
was trying to achieve, concluded
Professor James Bell, giving the
1989 Philips Lecture at the Bart-
lett School of Architecture. So, the
lighting designer needed to have
an understanding of architecture;
equally, the architect needed an
understanding of lighting.

The lecture dealt with two main
themes. The first considered light-
ing as one of the generators of
architectural form throughout the
ages.

From there, Professor Bell went
on to consider space and volune,
and how the skilful use of lighting
could create light and shadow to
show the form and mass of a build-
ing. Equally, by bombarding
it with light, form could be
completely destroyed.
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