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Tungsram
takeover

The largest post-war business
investment in Hungary by a west-
ern  company has just been
announced. GE Lighting, a sub-

sidiary of General Electric of

America, is to purchase 50% plus
one share of Hungarian lighting
manufacturer Tungsram for $150
million and to take over manage-
ment of the company. GE has a
further option to purchase up to an
additional 20% of Tungsram in
the future.

“This is both an excellent global
move for GE and an historic
moment in the reform of Hun-
gary’s economic system,” stressed
GE chairman, John Walsh. “This
joint venture was made possible by
the Hungarian government’s pol-
icy of encouraging foreign invest-
ment and looking to world
markets.”

Commented Tungsram presi-
dent, Andras Gabor, “Hungary is
on the way to democracy and the
development of a free enterprise
system. There is no going back
now, only forward. GE’s parti-
cipation in Tungsram gives us the
opportunity both to grow our
lighting business and to embrace
this process: of change.”

Tungsram is one of Hungary’s
largest industrial companies with
12 manufacturing plants and
annual sales of approximately
$300 million, 85% of which comes
from exports.

The companies plan to combine
their European lighting distribu-
tion organisations into one unit, to
distribute both GE and Tungsram
products.

GE is the USA’s third largest
company in terms of market value.
In 1988 it had revenues of $50 bil-
lion and net earnings of $3.4
billion.

The joint venture will manu-
facture and sell products ranging
from household lamps and energy
saving fluorescent products to
high-technology discharge lamps.
In addition, it will manufacture a
full range of motor vehicle lamps
and a number of specialist lamps
ranging from miniature halogen
lamps to infra-red quartz lamps.

GE Lighting will assist Tungsram
in expanding its product range,
particularly in the commercial and
industrial fields.
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An innovative lighting scheme
gives the new National Gallery of
Canada the night-time appearance
of a great lantern overlooking the
Ottawa River.

So excellent was the design in
both technical and visual terms,
that it won for lighting designers
Fisher Marantz the coveted Award
of Excellence of the International
Association of Lighting designers.

Architects Moshe Safdie created
a crystalline concrete,glass and
steel structure conceived in the
form of three separate blocks
linked by glass-enclosed public cir-
culation spaces.

The exterior walls of galleries
appear to glow, their skylights
incorporate fluorescent uplights
which at night make the building
alive with light.

In the Great Hall, the main cere-
monial space, remote-controlled
triangular fabric sunshades regul-
ate light during the day, and at
night are illuminated by concealed
uplights as well as by light reflected
from the door. The combination
of reflected light and uplight
completely fills the 45m high
structure.

But it was the lighting for the

Sixty per cent of Britain’s over-60s
seldom or never go out after dark,
says a new social survey conducted
on behalf of the all-party British
Parliamentary Lighting Group.

The Group commissioned a Gal-
lup Pool which shows that fear of
assault, weather conditions and
the inadequacy of street lighting
are the three main factors in deter-
mining whether the over-60s go
out after dark.

Forty per cent of those inter-
viewed took into account the street
lighting in their neighbourhood
when deciding whether to go out
after dark. More than half placed
fear of assault or abuse as one of
their main concerns in deciding
whether to go out or not.

Of the 1051 people over 60 years
of age interviewed by Gallup —
794 of them aged 65 and over —
34 per cent never go out after dark
and 24 per cent seldom do so.
Among women respondents, the
figure was even higher — 44 per
cent never go out after dark.

The representative poll was
taken between 27 September and
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(Over-sixties live
in fear of the dark

10 October 1989 in urban and
rural areas in England, Scotland
and Wales.

It showed that almost one in five
of the over-60s thought that the
street lighting in their area was
unsatisfactory and that 18 per cent
of those going out at night actually
vary their route according to the
level of street lighting.

As Dr Ian Twinn MP, joint chair-
man of the British Parliamentary
Lighting Group pointed out: “This
survey shows the link between the
level of street lighting and the fear
many over-60s have of going out
at night”.

Added George Robertson MP,
joint chairman of the BPLG: “The
link between ill-lit streets and
increased mugging and vandalism

cannot be ignored by those
responsible for lighting our high-
ways.

“Itis a scandal that so many peo-
ple should feel like prisoners in
their own home when better light-
ing would discourage crime and
enable more people to go out at
night.”

In brief . ..

® JEL Energy Conservation Ser-
vices Ltd has been renamed JEL
Building Management Systems

Ltd.

® Ano-Coil Ltd, which produces
anodised aluminium coil and strip
for louvres and reflectors, has been
awarded BS5750 Part 2. The com-
pany states that it is the only coil
anodiser to have an internationally
approved quality control system.
@ Quest Lighting Ltd and Emess
Lighting (UK) Ltd, who merged
to form Quest Emess, have moved

‘to new premises at Unit 4,

City Estate, Corngreaves Road,
Cradley Heath, Warley, West
Midlands B64 7EP.

® Lampways Ltd has become
exclusive UK distributor of
Elteva lighting products made in
Denmark.

® Optelma, Swiss lighting manu-
facturer, has formed a UK subsidi-
ary called Optelma Lighting Ltd
which can be contacted at PO Box
200, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1YY
(telephone 0235 553769). It is
selling low voltage track systems.
® Hawker Siddeley Group has
bought Augier SA, a French com-
pany which makes transformers,
including types suitable for public
lighting and airport lighting.
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galleries themselves that taxed the
technical expertise of the design-
ers. The brief called for high levels
of daylight, coupled with an active lined with a highly reflective silver-
daylight control system for conser-  coated mylar, and, at the bottom, a
vation purposes and, since the..=lens provides bat-wing distribution
museum is two storey high, a way of the daylight. Finally a 150mm
had to be found to bring daylight slot in the lens grid allows visitors
through the upper galleries to the to see the workings of the light
main floor. shaft.
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was to bring light shafts from the
roof, through the first floor down
to the ground floor. The shaft is

The solution eventually devised Photos: Timothy Hursley
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