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NEWS 
Looking at theatre lighti ng 
A recent one-day symposium in 
London on Lighting for the theatre 
attracted over 70 people to hear 
stage lighting experts talk about 
their work. The audience included 
those concerned with amateur 
and professional theatre lighting, 
engineering consultants and dele­ 
gates from lighting equipment 
companies. 

Francis Reid was the · opening 
speaker. Francis, without slides or 
demonstrations, proceeded to cap­ 
ture the. imagination of the audi­ 
ence by graphically describing the 
aims of the stage lighting designer. 
He went on to explain that "stage 
lighting is a fluid, selective, atmos­ 
pheric, dimensional ill umination, 
appropriate to the style of a par­ 
ticular production". 

In the remainder of the first ses­ 
sion, two designers, David Taylor 

and a VDT. He considered light 
control media which would diffuse 
or change the shape of the light 
beam and stationary and moving 
gobos; a range of equipment that 
would make most lighting engin­ 
eers' mouths water. 

The day concluded with Andre 
Tammes, of Lighting Design 
Partnership, explaining the value 
of stage lighting experience to an 
architectural lighting consultant. 
Andre explained how he started 
lighting plays and had moved on, 
through his practice, to lighting 
hotels, churches and museums. 

Lighting for the stage, he 
claimed, had taught him many 
things about the lighting of build­ 
ings and not least that he should 
use his eyes and not depend too 
heavily on an illuminance meter. 
There were differences too, for 
example in the theatre the appear­ 

---------------------------, ance of lighting equipment was not 
usually a problem, 

He went on to describe some of 
the lighting installations he had 
been responsible for where stage 
lighting techniques had been used. 
These included an hotel reception 
area where he had used slowly 
changing lighting to alter the 
appearance of the space with 
respect to time of day and natural 
light, and gobos to project light 
patterns that created a dappled 
light effect. 

The event, organised jointly by 
the International Philips Centre 
for Lighting Education and 
Research together with the Light­ 
ing Division of the CIBSE, the 
Association of British Theatre 
Technicians and the Association 
of Lighting Designers, provided a 
most enjoyable· opportunity for 
lighting designers from the theatre, 
and those involved in the more 
every day areas of lighting to hear 
about each other's work. 

When the Bartlett School of 
Architecture and Planning set up 
the International Philips Centre 
for Lighting Education and 
Research in 1987, its aim was to 
address all areas of lighting and to 
this end it organises one-day meet­ 
ings on different lighting topics. 

from Theatre Projects and Chris 
Elli s from Covent Garden and the 
Theatre Royal, Leicester, talked 
about particular productions. 
These ranged from a small scale 
and intimate production of Look 
Back in Anger to a_ gloriously 
extravagant production of Stock­ 
hausen's Donnerstag Austlicht. 

This session indicated the range 
of possibili ties that lighting could 
provide and served to enforce the 
message given by Francis Reid. 

Some of the more recently 
introduced stage lighting equip­ 
ment was then demonstrated and 
explained by Bob Anderson, inde­ 
pendent theatre consultant. 

This ranged from some of the 
basic lanterns with remote control 
colour changers (some quieter 
than others), through to control 
boards with an electronic memory 
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EFFICIENCY 
The advanced design of the RAM low volfage 12 volt 
electronic transformer is the result of an extensive 
3 year development programme. 

Designed mainly for tungsten lighting, its small 
aluminium case contains a host of features not found 
in conventional transformers. 

Just look at the benefits: 

0 COMPACT-ONLY56 x 50 x 28mm 

0 LIGHTWEIGHT-JUST100grams 

0 RUNS 40% COOLER 

0 MORE ECONOMICAL- USES 15% L!;:SS 
ENERGY 

0 SOFT START EXTENDS LAMP LIFE 

0 FULLY AUTOMATIC FAILSAFE 

0 IMPROVED SCREENING 

0 MORE RELIABLE 

0 DIMMING VERSION AVAILABLE 

RAM ELECTRONICS 
THE PROFESSIONALS IN POWER CONTROL 

Ram Electronics (UK) Limited, Wharfdale House, Iron Row, 
Burley-in-Wharfdale, West Yorkshire LS29 7D8 

Tel: (0943) 863884 Telex: 578285 RAM(G) Fax: (0943) 862630 --- - - ~- - .. ---·....,. ..... 
A MEMBER OF THE AIR MOVEMENT GROUP 

This report was provided by David 
Loe, director of the Bartlett School of 
Architecture and Planning. 

New batt eries 
help airport 
In the event of a mains power 
failure the airport supervisory sys­ 
tem at Birmingham International 
Airport can now run for up to 16 
hours on standby batteries. This is 
due to Alcad's new Vantage tech­ 
nology. Moreover, the batteries 
wil l need no maintenance for the 
next 20 years. 

The supervisory system includes 
a mimic display in the airport elec­ 
trical engineer's offi ce showing the 
state of the airfi eld's lighting, e.g. 
items like landing and emergency 
lights. 

The role of the standby batteries 
is to make sure this vital informa­ 
tion is still available in the interval 
before the airport's standby gener­ 
ators come on-line. 

Vantage batteries work on the 
recombination principle where gas 
given off during operation is 
recombined within the cell . Under 
the non-abusive conditions of the 
airport's standby system, water 
loss is negligible and no mainten­ 
ance is required. 

A view of Peterborough Cathedral, floodlit by Osram luminaires 
fi tted with SON deluxe lamps. 

Light years 
Peterborough cathedral recently 
celebrated its 750th anniversary - 
and a new floodlighting scheme. 
The anniversary coincided with 
the completion of a development 
programme by the former Peter­ 
borough Development Corpora­ 
tion, including a new ring road 
which revealed spectacular views 
of the cathedral, prompting the 
floodlighting scheme which was 
the corporation's parting gift to the 
city. 

Osram luminaires fi tted with 
SON deluxe lamps are used to 
create a spectacular after dark 
appearance for Peterborough's 
famous cathedral. The installation 
involves Euroflood, Solarflood, 
Sonstar and general purpose 
floodlights. 

The scheme was chosen by the 
Dean of Peterborough, the Very 
Reverend Randolph Wise who, 
after evaluating several options, 
judged the attractive golden white 
light produced by the Osram sys­ 
tem as most suitable to com­ 
plement the sandstone of the 
Cathedral. 

To emphasise the cathedral's 
architectural features, Osram's 
engineers used a combination of 
the long narrow beams produced 
by tubular lamps with the wider 
spread of eliptical ones. 

The luminaires used for the 
installation, 52 in total, are rust 
and windproof, and designed to 
allow easy routine maintenance. 
Their contoured shape and neutral 
colours make for an unobtrusive 
appearance. 

Kit chens factory uses Crompton light ing 
International kitchens and bath­ 
rooms manufacturer, Spring Ram, 
has recently opened a £15 mil lion 
factory at Scunthorpe, South 
Humberside. Indoor, outdoor and 
emergency lighting is by Cromp­ 
ton Parkinson Ltd. 

General lighting throughout the 
manufacturing areas is provided 
by Pacemaker luminaires. 
Mounted below the steelwork, the 
luminaires give approximately 350 
lux at floor level using 400W high 
pressure sodium lamps. 

In racking storage areas, Crom­ 
pack battens fi tted with single 
70W fluorescent lamps and rack 
lighting reflectors, give downward 
light angled to improve visibili ty 
on the lower shelves. Lighting in factory area. 

Recessed modular fluorescent 
lighting fi ttings from the Modulay 
MY series are installed in offi ces 
and corridors. These luminaires 
have prismatic controllers. 

Emergency lighting is by Con­ 
vertex conversion modules fi tted 
in selected luminaires. Exits are 
ill uminated by single-point, non­ 
maintained fluorescent luminaires 
from the Albany range. 

Outside the factory, loading 
bays are li t by 70W high pressure 
sodium Galaxy general purpose 
floodlights. 

Offi ce and factory buildings are 
floodlit using Gladiator fi ttings 
containing 400W high pressure 
sodium lamps. 

Watson Norie Ltd designed and 
installed the lighting scheme. 

Currys' Stevenage superstore li t by low brightness fluorescent luminaires specially made for the 
project by Courtney Pope Lighting. The fully recessed fi tt ings, each with two White 58W lamps, have 
louvres that give a wide light distr ibution. Average ill uminance is 900 lux. The lighting creates a 
bright, airy atmosphere for the display of electri cal goods while keeping energy costs to a minimum. 
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