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Retailers can
improve safety

standards

The Decorative Lighting Associa-
tion wants domestic lighting retail-
ers to secure a written declaration
from suppliers as part of its drive
to improve standards of electrical
safety and construction quality.
Those who do so will protect
themselves against legal action
from trading standards officers or
from consumers who may have
fallen victim to faulty fittings.
Retailers are recommended to
confine their buying to suppliers
_who belong either to the Code of

Practice, the DLA/BSI Double

Indemnity Scheme, or to those

who can give independent certifi-

cation from an approved labora-
tory. This would force suppliers to
improve their safety and produce
luminaires to the requirements
demanded by the schemes.

The DLA’s recommended
wording is:

“Goods supplied conform with the
laws and relevant safety stand-
ards as applicable covering elec-
trical and general safety of
products.”

“We are participating members of
the DLA Code of Practice
Safety of Lumaires Scheme and
give full assurance on quality
control and electrical safety.”
Retailers received copies of the

recommended declaration, and

eight conditions, at a joint DLA/

BSI meeting on safety standards

for retailers held at BSI’s Hemel

Hempstead headquarters in May.
The conditions take in cords

and cables, lampholders, switches,

labels and traceability, installation

instructions, extra low voltage
luminaires, and kit form
luminaires.

Urging retailers to help the cam-
paign for safer products, meeting
chairman John Tengwall, the
DLA’s Director, said: “The
retailer has absolute power to
impose conditions on the supply
industry and you wish to purchase
safe products. We want you to use
your power to the full; we know it
will result in good quality control
and safe goods.”

The DLA was prepared to oper-
ate a training programme to teach
retailers about the visual checks
needed to assess incoming goods,
he added.

Retailers receiving faulty goods
were, further, urged to contact the
DLA in confidence, with the name
of the manufacturer or supplier
and the luminaire model number.

BSI  speakers went into
the differences between the
DLA’s Code of Practice, the
DLA/BSI Double Indemnity
scheme, and the BSI’s own Kite-
mark, safety mark and full BS
5750 registration for suppliers.

One of the most useful aspects
of the meeting was a series of prac-
tical demonstrations, showing
Code of Practice testing, based on
BS 4533, and a ‘chamber of hor-
rors’ of faulty goods.

Retailers who missed the first
meeting can book for a second ses-
sion, to be held at BSI, Hemel
Hempstead, at 2pm on Tuesday,
June 13. Free tickets are obtain-
able from the DLA.

On the right track

A structural, low voltage, track
lighting system has won a New-
castle-upon-Tyne student the
1989 Decorative Lighting Asso-
ciation National Student Designer
of the Year Award.

The four-strong panel of judges
selected it from over a dozen
prototypes submitted at the finals,
and hundreds of initial entries, at
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the Royal College of Art, London.

The winning design is a track
system suspended from the ceiling,
and comprises end brackets which
support three horizontal alumi-
nium rails. These conduct the elec-
tricity from a transformer housed
either in the ceiling, or between the
rods themselves.

Dichroic halogen lamps on the
ends of rods take their power from
the horizontal rails. The rods are
counterbalanced by offset discs,
and a cool handle enables the
lamps to be swivelled and adjusted
for versatile lighting effects.

The judges thought the New-
castle Polytechnic student’s design
would be feasible for both domes-
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Commercial winner: Leicester
Society’s Thurmaston superstore.

tic and commercial lighting
applications.

Fellow Newcastle Poly student
Michael Mailling took the runners-
up spot with an attractive upligh-
ter, which provided very effective
uplight and ambient downlight
using a 150W halogen quartz
iodide lamp. The inventive use of
materials — ash uprights and cer-
amic lamp housing and base —
particularly impressed the judges.

A wooden desk lamp from
Jonathan Ryder-Richardson, a
student at Ravensbourne College,
London, took third place. The
lamp used a 12volt, SOW tungsten
halogen lamp. The judges liked the
sculptural quality of the design.

The rise in quality and design
standards over last year’s entries
surprised and delighted the judges,
who noted an increasing trend
towards use of natural materials,
and detected an interesting Scan-
dinavian influence in much of the
students work.

Winning lights of
*

Co-operative  Singer-Link Miles’ Lancing offices, winner of the
new installations section.
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Philips Lighting swept the board in
the 1988 Energy Management in
Lighting Award Scheme, taking
the top awards in each of the three
catories: industrial, commercial
and new lighting schemes.

The competition, which |
attracted a total of 140 entries,
recognises lighting projects that
most effectively integrate a high
level of lighting performance and
outstanding energy efficiency. A
particular feature of this year’s
entries is the number of high fre-
quency fluorescent schemes that
have either won an award or been
highly commended.

Winner of the industrial section
was the new instailation for the
Vickers Shipbuilding’s factory at
Barrow-in-Furness, where the new
lighting comprising 400W SON
lamps in Hermes 3 luminaires, has
raised the lighting level in the
17 700m? factory by five times
without any increase in the
installed load of 126 kW.

Commercial

Leicester Co-operative Society’s
Thurmaston superstore won the
commercial section. Here, the use
of 1200 50W colour 83 HF lamps
has more than doubled the lighting
level while halving energy costs.

In the new lighting section the
award winner was the offices of
Singer-Link Miles, at Lancing in
Sussex, Singer-Link Miles carry out
work for the Ministry of Defence.
Low glare lighting is provided by
the use of HF colour 84 lamps
and gear in mirror reflectors
with louvres. The most interesting
feature of this project is the
incorporation of an integrated
function system that uses a compu-
ter program integrating the parti-
cular requirements of the user into
the basic program.

We hope to review the winning
schemes and the highly recom-
mended installations ‘at length in
the July issue of LEN.
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