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NEWS 

New prescription 
for hospita l light ing 
A 

revised lighting guide 
entitled Hospitals and 
health care buildings is due 
to be published any week 
now by the Chartered Insti­ 

tution of Building Services 
Engineers. 

Some 70 people attended a half­ 
day seminar in Coventry recently 
to introduce the guide, which is the 
first revision for 10 years. 

Tony Critcher, regional lighting 
engineer, West Midlands Health 
Authority and chairman of the 
CIBSE hospital lighting commit­ 
tee, reviewed the background to 
the new publication. He referred 
to considerable changes in medical 
requirements, building structures, 
regulations and light sources in the 
last 10 years. 

The DHSS was expected to 
recommend the use of the guide 
for lighting design, Mr Critcher 
said. When published, it would be 
the only comprehensive current 
document relating solely to 
hospital lighting. 

Guidance given on the lighting 
of specialised areas in hospitals, 
such as hydrotherapy pools and 
areas for the manufacture of sterile 
fluids, was not recorded in any 
other documentation. 

A hospital entrance in the West Midlands Regional Health Authority 
area. Lighting is by recessed compact fluorescent luminaires. 

Creating a pleasant, reassuring 
and homely atmosphere for 
patients in general areas of health 
care buildings was the aim of 
designers, said Peter Lovett, senior 
principal technical offi cer, engin­ 
eering, DHSS. This approach 
could be taken partly into clinical 
areas. The choice of lighting con­ 
tributed to the atmosphere, but 
equipment should also be selected 
to co-ordinate with the other 
building services. 

Wise choice of equipment could 

lead to energy, and therefore cost, 
savings. 

Subject to clinical needs, efforts 
should be made to use lamps of the 
highest eff icacy, but Mr Lovett 
emphasised the importance of 
good colour rendering in clinical 
areas, where lamps with a colour 
temperature of 4000K should be 
used. 

Certain compact fluorescent 
lamps could now be used in clinical 
areas as well as in utility areas, 
because versions had been intro- 

He believed that new lighting 
technology would assist in improv­ 
ing the standard of lighting and at 
the same time reduce running 
costs. 

Whatever equipment was avail­ 
able though, it would still be up to 
the lighting engineer to design the 
most appropriate scheme. 

Tony Buchanan, marketing 
manager, fluorescent tubes, at 
Thom Lighting Ltd, brought dele­ 

A modern orthopaedic ward .. Arrow indicates ceili ng recessed, gates up to date on developments 
compact fluorescent, over-bed Iuminaire (West Midlands Regional in lamps and circuits since the pre­ 
Health Authority.) 

duced with a colour temperature 
of 4000K. 

It was reported that the DHSS 
had issued a specification to lamp 
manufacturers requmng the 
colour rendering of lamps to be 
tested against a skin-sample index. 

The specification of luminaires 
for hospitals and health care build­ 
ings was now covered by BS4533; 
BS3541 had been withdrawn. 

If circumstances made it neces­ 
sary to use a luminaire outside the 

scope of the British Standard, Mr 
Lovett said either a .Kitemarked 
model or one made by a manufac­ 
turer who was a BSI registered 
firm under the requirements of 
BS5750 should be specified. 

The most diffi cult areas to light 
in hospitals were bedded areas 
because they had confl icting 
requirements. However, the 
speaker said that the new guide 
contained information to help to 
achieve satisfactory results. 

Radiodiagnostic room with fully recessed fluorescent luminaires, by 
Thorn Lighting, supplemented by a spotlight on an articulated arm. 

Inspecting sterile fluid in the 
laboratory with an ill uminated 
viewer (West Midlands Regional 
Health Authority.) 

vious report was published. He 
covered fluorescent, high intensity 
discharge and low voltage light 
sources. 

Giving delegates a glimpse into 
the future, he forecast more elec­ 
tronics, whiter high pressure 
sodium and warmer coloured 
metal halide lamps, along with 
programmable lighting install ­ 
ations. 

Further information and copies of the 
guide are obtainable from the publi­ 
cations department, CIBSE, 222 
Balham High Road, London SWJ2 
9BS (telephone 01-675 5211). 

Internationale Frankfurter Messe 
Fruhjahr spring printemps 

Light objects 
Table lamps 
Halogen lighting systems 
Hanging lamps 
Wall lights 
Spotlights 
etc. 
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you will find the Trade Fair for 

at the world's biggest consumer-goods fair. 

Fair and travel information, 
admission tickets: 
Messe Frankfurt 
U.K. Representation 
Collins & Endres 
18 Golden Square 
London W1R 3AG 
Tel.: 01-7340543 
Telex: LOP G 26 22 36 
Telefax: 017 3445 61 .. .. ! Messe 

Frankfurt 

IMIReeves 
Candle 
o ~ ineall 
othe Save valuable assembly time rs and labour costs by fitting IMI 

! Reeves Candleholders. 
Neat, no-nonsense, two-piece construction makes them 

easy to fit-quickly. Their slim-fitting design gives you wider 
flexibility of application. As 
you'd expect from Reeves, 
every one meets BS 5042: 
Part 1 : 1981. 

And so that you know 
you're using the best, every 
one carries the Reeves logo. 

IMI Reeves Candleholders 
- for the enlightened 
manufacturer. 

IM I 
Reader Service No. 3 

IMI Reeves 
Lampholders 

Holdford Road, Witton, 
Birmingham B6 7ES . 

Tel: 021-356 7369 Telex: 335959 
IMICOM G. London Office Tel: 01-636 9533 
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