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British firms
look east

Two major British lighting com-
panies, Thorn EMI and Emess,
have recently come to arrange-
ments with local companies in a
bid to exploit the growing lighting
market in the Asian Pacific basin.

Thorn EMI and Jardine Engin-
eering Corporation have formed a
50/50 joint venture lighting
business in Hong Kong.

Named Thorn Lighting (Hong
Kong) Company, this operation
will have access to the full range of
Thorn Lighting fittings and
sources in serving its local market
and in exporting to the Philippines,
Macao and Taiwan. It will also
focus on developing major lighting
project business with China. The
Jardine Engineering Corporation
has been Thorn Lighting’s agent in
Hong Kong and China since 1951.

Commenting on this announce-
ment, Hamish Bryce, managing
director of Thorn Lighting, said:
“In line with Thorn EMI’s inter-
national strategy, our programme
of worldwide growth is targeting
all significant markets for lighting
products. Taken together, our
Hong Kong joint venture, our
activities in Malaysia and Singa-
pore, and our now very substantial
Australian strengths, add up to a
powerful presence in .the Asia
Pacific region — one of the world’s
fastest growing lighting markets”.

In addition, Emess plc has
acquired 45% of Transformic
Electronics Limited, a manu-
facturer of quality electrical and
electronic components in Hong
Kong and the People’s Republic of
China. Transformic has sales of
approximately HKS$150 million
and net assets of approximately
HKS70 million. The management
of Transformic are retaining the
remaining 55% of the company.

Transformic  operates from
several plants in Hong Kong and
China. It produces high quality
lighting assemblies for the Euro-
pean and North American mar-
kets, together with components for
major American and European
multinationals such as Krupps and
Philips.

The acquisition will enable
Emess to extend its existing
interests in the Pacific basin, work-
ing with an experienced local
manufacturer, and to gain a
significant benefit by manufactur-
ing and assembling its products in

a low cost, fast growing region.
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St. Magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall boasts a new floodlighting scheme.

Faith in light

Lighting Design Partnership has
recently completed an unusual
religious double. The practice was
engaged as lighting design consult-
ants for the exterior of Britain’s
most northerly cathedral at Kirk-
wall in Orkney as well as the
interior of the largest Buddhist
temple in Europe at Eskdalemuir,
Dumfriesshire.

The 850 year old St Magnus
Cathedral has been lit externally
by dimmer controlled tungsten
halogen sources which gently

emphasize the rich and varied red
sandstone hues. The green spire of
the cathedral is emphasized by
cool HQI sources. The dimming
system is programmed to provide
three lighting states which vary
from ‘spire and weathervane’ only
to ‘full building’. In addition, the
Orkney Islands Council agreed to
change the sources within the sur-
rounding streetlighting from SON
to HQI in order to emphasize the
building’s depth of colour in
relation to its surroundings.

The remotely located Samyeling
Buddhist community has con-
structed a major temple in Tibetan
style. The centrepiece is the 452
square metre Shrine Room domi-
nated by a large Buddha figure.

The lighting scheme is based on
special  uplighter/crystal  wall
brackets, manufactured by LB
Lighting. These units provide
uplighting to the painted ceiling
panels while, on a separate circuit,
providing low voltage sparkle
through less crystal droplets sus-
pended from the hemispherical
uplighting body. The Electrosonic
Sceneset dimming system is pro-
grammed to provide several light-
ing conditions to accord with the
needs of prayers, meditation,
assemblies and entertainment.
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Uplighter and crystal wall brackets in the buddhist temple.

CIBSE and 1992

A recent survey conducted by the
Institution has enabled CIBSE to
identify areas in which it can offer
guidance and advise to members
on the development of the single
European market.

A quarter of the members
expected European harmonisation
to change the way in which their
company or organisation worked,
and most welcomed the change.
But, only 11% of those responding
saw continental Europe becoming
their prime target, a response
depressed by the number of public
sector responses received. The
most optimistic and keen to
compete were manufacturers.

Just under a quarter (22%) of
firms, mainly contractors and
manufacturers, said they already
operated in Europe. A small in-
crease of 4% stated that they will be
operating in Europe in the future.

A third of those replying
believed they were organised to
deal with the wider European
Market and same 28% had nomi-
nated someone to look after Euro-
pean affairs. Although just a fifth
of respondents had looked at their
competitors’ products, 72% (83%
of consultants) said that they were
monitoring general progress and
37% thought that they were in
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good financial shape for Europe.
Only 4% had already applied for
EURIng but a further 44%
intended to do so before 1992.

The areas where members
seemed to underestimate dif-
ficulties were in the use of the
CIBSE Guide in Europe and in
language problems. Fifty two per
cent of companies not presently
involved in Europe and 83% of
consultants with a low level of
activity in Europe believed that the
Guide would be usable in Europe.

In contrast only 27% of firms
already highly involved with
Europe agreed that it was, in fact,
usable. With regard to language,
32% did not see this as a problem,
whereas as many as 75% of those
within the group having a high
involvement in Europe anticipated
problems.

Fifty seven per cent wanted
CIBSE or others to run courses on
Europe (83% of consultants); and
70% thought that CIBSE should
take some form of action. Most of
these thought CIBSE should pro-
vide details of working methods;
standards and the education and
training requirements of conti-
nental firms. In particular mem-
bers wanted more details relating
to EURIng.

In brief . . .

@® British Central Electrical has
opened its 48th branch. The
address is: Units 7A and 7B, High
Brooms Industrial Estate, Chap-
mans Way, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent, TN2 3EF. Roy Downes is
the manager.

® FKI Lighting has appointed
CSM Lighting as specialist agent
and distributor to sell its decora-

tive outdoor lighting and controls
into garden centres. In addition,
CSM is handling the smaller elec-
trical wholesale orders.

® Moorlite Electrical Ltd has
obtained the BS5750 Part II Cer-
tificate of Quality which confirms
the company as'a BSI registered
firm of assessed capability.

@ The Building Industry Council
has elected Professor Edmund
Happold as its first chairman. An

education and training committee
has been set up to co-ordinate
industry wide action on recruit-
ment, education and training.

@ Armada Lighting and Fire Ltd
has been formed by Simon Perrott
to make energy efficient lighting,
emergency lighting and fire detec-
tion systems. It is operating from
Unit 1, Huxley Close, Plympton,
Plymouth PL7 4JN (telephone
0752 342942).

Welcome to 1989
- This is just a gentle reminder
of the products manufactured by us

Ballast

Compact fluorescent lamps
Standard fluorescent tubes
High intensity discharge lamps

Dimmers

Incandescent
Fluorescent
Low voltage

Electronic Ballast

High frequency ballast

Dimmable high frequency ballast
Controllable high frequency ballast
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