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Building
Industy
Counci
formed

The five professional institutions
representing building industry
professionals have come together
to form the Building Industry
Council.

The RIBA, CIBSE, CIOB, ISE
and RICS have set up the Council
to coordinate and promote action

in areas of the construction indus- -

try including recruitment, educa-
tion, training, research, the raising
of industry standards and the
impact of the single European
market.

With the Construction Industry
Group replacing the Group of
Eight, it is hoped that BIC may
eventually come to be accepted as
the professional arm of CIG.

Three types of membership will
be open to firms and organisations
in the building industry. Full mem-
bership is appropriate to partici-
pants with a major interest in the
objects of the Council. Institutes
and other bodies with a more spec-
ialised interest in a sector of the
industry will be accepted as asoci-
ate members. Finally, those who
wish to maintain contact on a more
sparadic basis can become
supporting members.

Initial studies in the fields of
education and training are already
under way, and conferences will be
organised on a regular basis. The
first of these ‘Building now for
1992: the single European market’
is to be held at the Queen
Elizabeth II Conference Centre,
London on 17 November 1988.
For full details see page 20.

Speaking at the launch of BIC
Rod Hackney, the RIBA Presi-
dent commented, “For many
years, a number of us have strongly
believed both that the professions
in the building industry should
come together to discuss matters
of common concern and, when
appropriate, to act together; and
that in turn, those professions
should have much closer links
without other bodies and groups
within the Building Industry. The
BIC is now the best hope that this
will come about.”
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Thorn EMI plc has announced the
successful outcome of its bid for
the French group Holophane.

Holophane shareholders repre-
senting a holding of 92.6% have
tendered their shares. In addition,
Thorn EMI purchases of Holo-
phane shares on the Bourse at or
below its final offer price of
FF1725 per share, amounting to
5.97% of the issued share capital,
have brought Thorn EMI’s total
entitlement to 98.57%.

In accordance with the under-
taking which it gave at the time of
its offer for Holophane, Thorn
EMI is standing by to purchase on
the Paris Stock Exchange the 13%
publicity held minority in Euro-
phane, Holophane’s subsidiary, at
FF690 per share, as soon as its
quotation is restored.

Thorn Lighting managing direc-
tor Hamish Bryce commented,
“This acquisition underlines our
determination to build an interna-
tional position. It adds significantly
to Thorn Lighting’s trading market
position in the UK and the Nordic

-region and will be the springboard

for the further development of
Europe, our home market.

On 10 April 1988, Thorn EMI
announced its intention to bid for
Holophane and the publicly held
13% minority in its subsidiary,
Europhane. The terms were
announed on 16 May 1988 follow-
ing approvals from the French
treasury and stock exchange as
FF1222 and FF510 per share
respectively, a total value of
FF649 million.

On 2 June 1988, Emess plc
announced its intention to bid
FF1500 and FF600 per share,
respectively, a total value of
FF793 million. This led Thorn
EMI to announce an increase in its
bid to FF1725 and FF690,
respectively on 9 June. Finally on
18 July 1988, following the failure
of litigation instituted in the Court

Holophane™

of Appeal in Paris by Emess plc,
the Bourse re-affirmed its accept-
ance of the validity of Thorn
EMTI’s bid which was to remain
open until 5 August.

On 21 July 1988, the Holo-
phane board of directors unanim-
ously recommended the Thorn
EMI bid, and promised 52.9% of
the share capital in acceptance on
their own behalf and on behalf of
institutions represented on the
board.

Both parties claim they stand to
benefit from the new partnership.
Holophane, the pressed glass com-
pany, and its lighting subsidiary
Europhane have a record of
achievement, complementary pro-
ducts and a strong market posi-
tion. Thorn Lighting provides glo-
bal distribution, financial and
lighting engineering skills, and
high technology light sources.

The combination of Europhane
and Thorn Lighting’s current
operations in the region, will cre-
ate a major company in the French
market. A task group has been
formed to manage the integration

and development of the two |

businesses. :
The ability of both companies to
provide lighting solutions was
demonstrated recently by their
successes in the European Light-
ing Awards. First prize for the
lighting of shopping and pedes-
trian areas was awarded to the
town of La Rochelle in France lit

by Thorn Eclairage, while Euro=

phane supplied most of the light-
ing for the French town of Angers,
winner of the lighting of roads and
tunnels category as well as the
overall trophy.

Mr Aimery de Saint Mars will
continue as MD of Holophane,

with J C Baillou heading
Holophane’s glass  operation.
Europhane will be directly

responsible for all French lighting
activities under T Vayssette.

In brief . . .

@ To maintain its expansion and
improved coverage of lighting pro-
ducts, Lumitron Lighting has
appointed OLC (Guildford) as a
distributor.

® The Building Services
Research and Information Asso-
ciation is to do a survey of the UK
market for cable management in
buildings. Subscription rates have
been kept low to attract support
from small firms. More details
from BSRIA on (0344) 426511.
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® L & M Lighting Ltd, traditional
decorative lighting specialist, has
moved to Unit 2, Aylesbury Busi-
ness Centre, Chamberlain Road,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3DY.
Telephone (0296) 392348.

@ Wholesale Fittings has three
more branches, located in Bristol
(tel 0272 724111), Peterborough
(te1 0733 555511) and Wellingbo-
rough (tel 0933 679009).

@ A revised British Standard on
lighting for aircraft indicators
using integral filament lamps, BS
2G 191, is now available from BSI.
It supersedes BS G91:1965.

Underwater
museum
gets the

ggeenﬁght

e UK’s first museum devoted
entirely to the history and tech-
nology of diving opened recently
in Weymouth. The Diving and
Shipwreck Museum explores three
centuries of underwater adven-
ture, bringing the challenges and
perils of underwater exploration
vividly to life.

A new type of museum required
a new look at lighting and, follow-
ing discussions, the decision was

Menvier-Swain
goes Dutch

Menvier-Swain is to acquire the
Dutch company Blessing at a cost
of £2.7 million, subject to share-
holders’ approval.

In the year ended 30 April 1988
Blessing made profits before taxa-
tion of £381,000. Its principal
business is the manufacture and
sals of emergency lighting systems
in the Netherlands, and it also
manufacturers and sells ancillary
equipment such as invertors,
battery charges and mains
voltage stabilisers. Some 95% of
its products are sold on the Dutch
domestic market.

Menvier-Swain intends to keep
the existing management team.
Group policy is to acquire com-
panies in Europe which enable the
company to extend the sales of its
principal products. The proposed
purchase provides Menvier-Swain
with a manufacturing and market-
ing base in the Netherlands from
which to increase Dutch sales and
subsequently expand into other

European countries.

taken to use low voltage dichroic
display lamps by GTE Sylvania to
create what owner Brian Cooper
describes as an ‘authentic under-
water environment’.

Lighting of the museum created
severe problems not normally
associated with the use of low volt-
age lighting for displays. Pockets
of high intensity light were
required for the display of exhibits
but other areas had to reflect the
murky feeling of being under-
water.

The wuse of conventional
coloured filters over the dichroic
lamps seems an obvious approach
but produced an unacceptable
harsh effect. However, the True
Aim Professional lamp used is also
available in red, blue, green and
yellow light versions, where
colours are directly achieved by
Light subtraction rather than fil-

tration. The designers introduced
the green version of the lamp to
simulate a deep underwater feel.

The fact that the lens of the
lamp is sealed was regarded as
important. A display of this type
will always attract a large number
of children and this built additional
safety into the lighting system.

The compact nature of the lamp
and its fittings made inconspicuous
installation easy. Care had, how-
ever, to be taken with the location
of the transformers, and detailed
planes had to be prepared to
ensure that each transformer was
situated sufficiently close to the
cluster of lamps around each
exhibit, to prevent voltage drop
through cable distance.

The plain, unobtrusive fittings
are supplied by Crest Lighting;
and transformers are by Purbeck
Transformers.
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