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SYLVANIA 
ATTENTION! SJlvania Men and Women Who 

Plant and Laboratory Locations: - 
ALTOONA HUNTINGTON No. 1 AND No. 2 
BAYSIDE IPSWICH APPLIANCE 
BLOOMINGTON JAMESTOWN 
COLONIAL RADIO JOHNSTOWN 
DOVER KEW GARDENS 
EMPORIUM KINGSTON 
FLUSHING LEXINGTON No. 1 AND No. 2 

MARIETTA *S. A. Army Program 

Worked at the Foll owing 

MILL HALL 
. POINT PLEASANT 

TOWANDA 
WARREN No. 1 AND No. 2 

, WILLIAMSPORT 
SALEM TUBE* 
WAKEFIELD* 

I 

HE R·E IS 
Radio Transmitter---8' 
and Receiver 

Safety Devices --.:.. 
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THE RADIO . PROXIM ITY FUZE 
t the' Battle of stop the Nazis 

the Bulge • • • • 

helped 

ARLY in December, 1944, the Alli ed High Command was frankly expecting a 
last desperate counter-attack by Nazi General Karl Von Rundstedt. On December 11 

it came. Picking his points skil fully, 
Von Rundstedt drove fiercely into the 
All ied lines. Outnumbered locally, the 
All ies fell back. Fog prevented use of 
All ied air power. With the ferocity of 
attack and its wealth of carefully­ 
hoarded materials, the break-through 
caught the All ies off guard. The Nazi 
hordes swept on. British General Mont­ 
gomery rushed to protect the coastline 
for a possible retreat. It was at this crit­ 
ical point on December 16 that the 
All ied High Command put into effect 
the decision to unmask perhaps its great­ 
est secret weapon used against Germany 
-THE RADIO PROXIMITY FUZE 
-which for concealment's sake had 
never before been used over enemy ter- 

. ritory. The All ied artill ery opened up. 
Its eff ects were as amazing as they were 
deadly. Destruction of German men 
and materiel was ghastly. Von Rund-, 
stedt's counter-attack had failed. Even 
the German High Command knew that 
the war was over. 

The effects of the radio proximity fuze 
on German morale were told by terrified 
Nazi captives., Exploding downward 
from tree top height, proximity fuzed German Dead 

shell s kill ed men even in foxholes. Be- 
cause no testing barrage was necessary, the shell s also achieved unusual surprise. The, 
fear and insecurity of German troops made them subject to panic wherever proximity 
fuzed artill ery was operating. 
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A Jap Kamikaze plunges into the 

sea, a victim of the Navy's radio 

proximity fuz.e directed anti­ 
aircraft fire. Deadly within seventy 
feet of the mark, this form of anti­ 

aircraft fire was a leading factor 

in clearing the skies of Jap air 
power. 

THE RADIO PROXIMITY FUZE helped 
destroy Jap Alrpouier Inctuding. Suicide Bombers and 
thus helped. the U. S. Navy destroy the Jap Fleet 

The first Japanese plane to be shot down by a 

radio proximity fuze projectile was destroyed by 

the cruiser Helena January 5, 1943. During the 

siege of Okinawa, the destroyers Hadley and Evans 

· used the fuze in- standing off 15 6 enemy planes 

including Kamikaze suicide craft. 

An offi cial report describing the defense by six 

destroyers with radio proximity fuze projectiles 

against Jap planes gives a typical picture. "The 

horizon," it says, "was fi lled with burning planes 
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from east to northwest. There were too many to 

count." 

. Hundreds, in fact thousands, of Jap planes at­ 

tacking U. S. battleships, carriers and other naval 

vessels were shot down by radio fuzed projectiles. 

It would be impossible to estimate the number 

of American lives that were thus saved by the 

improvement in effectiveness due solely to ·the 

use of the radio fuze as compared with previous 

equipment. 
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