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2 PHILIPS SODIUM LAMPS




SODIUM
LAMPS

In December, 1932, the first street lighting installation using sodium lamps in
Great Britain was put into operation at Purley Way, Croydon. For this memorable occasion Philips
sodium lamps were used. Since then, Philips output of sodium lamps has been greater than the
total production of all other manufacturers—an achievement which links the name Philips with

sodium lamps throughout the world.

Sodium lamps consist of a U-shaped discharge tube filled with gases at low
pressure and containing a quantity of sodium. The lamps burn red after switching on but as the
sodium vaporizes the familiar amber colour appears. Sodium lamps are not only used for street
lighting. Wherever high efficiency and economy are required without colour discrimination these

sources are to be recommended.

The monochromatic output greatly improves contrast and visibility, even in bad
conditions such as fog and rain, making sodium the most popular lighting for all road users—
particularly motorists. All Philips sodium lamps are now fitted with friple coil electrodes for even

greater reliability, longer life and reduced depreciation.

Philips leadership in sodium lamp developments has led to the production of the

world’s most efficient lamps. The types currently available are described in this leaflet.
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